Javier Fesser, Hirokazu Kore-eda, Samira Makhmalbaf and Michael Winterbottom join the Official Selection at San Sebastian

Directors Belén Macías and Yesim Ustaoglu will also compete for the Golden Shell 

Javier Fesser, Hirokazu Kore-eda, Samira Makhmalbaf and Michael Winterbottom have joined the roster of internationally acclaimed directors competing in the Official Selection at the upcoming San Sebastian Festival. Turkish director Yesim Ustaoglu, prizewinner at several film festivals, and Spanish feature film debutante Belén Macías will also be contenders for the Golden Shell at San Sebastian.

Camino is the third feature film by Oscar nominee Javier Fesser. Director, screenwriter and producer, Javier Fesser’s earlier features are El milagro de P. Tinto (1998) and La gran aventura de Mortadelo y Filemón (2003). He is also the author of a number of international prizewinning shorts, including El secdleto de la tlompeta (1995), Aquel ritmillo (1995), La sorpresa (2001) and Binta y la gran idea (2004), the latter earning him an Academy Award nomination for Best Live Action Short Film. With Camino Fesser brings us a new type of film, a blend of family drama, magic tale and religious fervor. Camino, starring Nerea Camacho, Carmen Elías, Mariano Venancio and Manuela Vellés, is produced by Películas Pendelton and Mediapro.

Japanese filmmaker Hirokazu Kore-eda is one of the most highly-acclaimed directors in Asia today. After competing at San Sebastian in 1998 with Wandarfuru raifu (After Life), which garnered him the Fipresci award, and in 2006 with Hana yori mo naho (Hana), he’ll be back in Donostia this year with a family drama, Aruitemo, Aruitemo (Still Walking). In his new picture, the director of Distance (2001) and Dare mo shiranai (Nadie sabe, 2004), both presented at editions of the Cannes Festival, Kore-eda tells the story of a family that comes together on the anniversary of the death of one of the sons, a reunion marked with memories, affection, frustration and the effects of growing older. 
Iranian director Samira Makhmalbaf, two-time winner of the Jury Prize at Cannes for Takhté siah (La pizarra, 2000) and Panj é asr (A las cinco de la tarde, 2003), and whose debut film was the multi award-winning La manzana (Sib, 1998), will compete at San Sebastian with her fourth feature film, Two-Legged Horse. Samira Makhmalbaf is the sister of Hana Makhmalbaf, whose film Buda az sharm foru rikht (Buda explotó por vergüenza) won the Special Jury Prize at San Sebastian in 2007, and daughter of filmmaker Mohsen Makhmalbaf, co-screenwriter of Two-Legged Horse. The film explores the limits of human relationships through two people who share love and sacrifice but also establish relationships of power and domination. Six people were injured in an attack while shooting the film in Afghanistan in May 2007.

After vying for the Golden Shell in 2004 with 9 Songs and in 2005 with A Cock and Bull Story, British director Michael Winterbottom will compete for the third time at the San Sebastian Film Festival with Genova. In addition to directing Wonderland (1999), In This World (2002), The Road to Guantánamo (Camino a Guantánamo, 2006) and A Mighty Heart (Un corazón invencible, 2007), Winterbottom was also featured in the Pearls section with 24 Hour Party People (2002) and Code 46 (2003) and was the subject of a full-scale retrospective in 2003. Genova, shot primarily in the eponymous Italian city, tells the story of a father and his two daughters who go to Italy to try and start anew after the death of their wife and mother.  
Turkish film director Yesim Ustaoglu will compete at San Sebastian with her fourth film, Pandora’s Box. After winning Best Film at the Istanbul Festival, the Blue Angel prize at the Berlin Festival and the Espiga de Oro prize at the Valladolid Festival for Günese Yolculuk (Journey to the Sun, 1999), in addition to a number of accolades at Sundance and Montreal for Bulutlari Beklerken (2003), Yesim Ustaoglu tackles family relations when three siblings in Istanbul set off to look for their mother who has disappeared in the mountains. Pandora’s Box is produced by Ustaoglu Film Yapim and Silkroad Production, Les Petites Lumières,  Stromboli Pictures and The Match Factory.
El patio de mi cárcel is Belén Macías’s first feature film. Her prizewinning shorts Mala espina (2000) and El puzzle (2001) have earned her over 70 international prizes, including the Goya Award for the Best Short Film for the latter of the two. The film is produced by El Deseo P.C. and Warner Bros Entertainment España S.L. and a talented cast of actresses, including Candela Peña, Verónica Echegui, Ana Wagener, Blanca Portillo and Patricia Reyes Spíndola. El patio de mi cárcel is the story of a group of female inmates who form a theatre troupe to cope with the unlucky star that brought them into this world. 

ARUITEMO, ARUITEMO (STILL WALKING)

Japan. 
Director: Hirokazu Kore-eda. 
Cast: Abe Hiroshi, Natsukawa Yui, You, Takahashi Kazuya, Kiki Kirin.

Japanese film director Hirokazu Kore-eda will compete in San Sebastián for the third time, following Wandarfuru raifu (After Life, 1998) and Hana yori mo naho (Hana, 2006). A family drama about grown children visiting their elderly parents, which unfolds over one summer day. The aging parents have lived in the family home for decades. Their son and daughter return for a rare family reunion, bringing their own families with them. They have gathered to commemorate the tragic death of the eldest son, who drowned in an accident fifteen years ago. Although the roomy house is as comforting and unchanging as the mother’s homemade feast, everyone in the family has subtly changed. This is a typical family, bonded by love as well as resentments and secrets. With a subtle balance of gentle humor and wistful sorrow, Kore-eda portrays just how precious and exactly how annoying family can be.

CAMINO

Spain. 
Director: Javier Fesser. 
Cast: Nerea Camacho, Carmen Elías, Mariano Venancio, Manuela Vellés.
Third feature by Oscar nominee Javier Fesser, after El milagro de P. Tinto (1998) y La gran aventura de Mortadelo y Filemón (2003) Inspired by a real recent event, Camino is an emotional adventure about a brilliant eleven-year-old girl who must simultaneously face two completely new events in her life - falling in love and dying. Above all, Camino is a bright light that manages to shine though every one of the dark doors that try to stifle her desire to live, love and seek ultimate happiness.
GENOVA

United Kingdom-Italy. 
Director: Michael Winterbottom. 
Cast: Colin Firth, Catherine Keener, Willa Holland, Perla Haney-Jardine, Hope Davis. 

British director Michael Winterbottom will compete for the third time in the Official Selection after 9 Songs (2004) and A Cock and Bull Story (2005). The Italian town of Genova provides a fresh start for Joe and his two young daughters, a family seeking new lives after the sudden death of their mother. While Kelly explores the underbelly of this mysterious new world, Mary has just seen the ghost of her mother wandering the streets.

PANDORA’S BOX

Turkey-France-Germany-Belgium. 
Director: Yesim Ustaoglu. 
Cast: Tsilla Chelton, Derya Alabora, Onur Unsal, Ovul Avkiran.

Fourth feature film by the director of Günese Yolculuk (Journey to the Sun, 1999) and Bulutlari Beklerken (2003). When three forty-something siblings in Istanbul receive a call one night that their aging mother has disappeared from her home at the Western Black Sea Coast of Turkey, the three set out to find her, momentarily setting aside their problems. As the siblings come together, the tensions between them quickly become apparent, like Pandora’s box spilling open. They come to realize that they are very ignorant about each other. And more so, they are forced to reflect on their own shortcomings.  

EL PATIO DE MI CÁRCEL (MY PRISON YARD)

Spain. 
Director: Belén Macías. 
Cast: Candela Peña, Verónica Echegui, Ana Wagener, Violeta Pérez.

Belén Macías’s first feature, El patio de mi cárcel, is a story about women, about female inmates, excluded from life. It is the story of Isa, a caustic yet generous thief unable to adapt to life outside prison, and her friends. Dolores, a blond gypsy who killed her husband; Rosa, a tender fragile prostitute; Ajo, in love with Pilar, who lives her life to unbearable limits; Luisa, a naive Colombian surprised by an environment she doesn’t understand. The arrival of Mar, a prison warden who doesn’t adjust to the rules of the institution, embarks the women on a journey toward freedom. With the help of Adela, the prison director, they create Módulo 4, the theatre group that will provide them with the energy they need to cope with life’s hard knocks.   
Competing for the Altadis-New Directors Award

TWO-LEGGED HORSE

Iran. 
Director: Samira Makhmalbaf. 
Cast: Ziya Mirza Mohamad, Haroun Ahad, Gol Gotay Karimi, Khogeh Nader.

Fourth feature film by the director of Sib (La manzana, 1998), Takhté siah (La pizarra, 2000) and Panj é asr (A las cinco de la tarde, 2003). In exchange for a dollar a day, a poor boy is hired to carry a wealthier lame boy around on his back like a horse and take him to and from school every day. When he carries the lame boy on his back he races with donkeys and horses in the street. The poor boy bathes the wealthy boy and puts him on the swing. But the lame boy is not happy because the poor boy has not turned into a horse as he wishes...
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