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Zinemaldiaren Egunkaria

JAMIE LANG

Swiss artificial intelligence and da-
ta analytics company LargoAl won
Sunday’s first-ever San Sebastian
Film Festival Zinemaldia & Techno-
logy Startup Challenge.

LargoAl's software provides da-
ta-drivenfimmaking strategies, similar
to those used by major VOD platfor-
ms which aggregate and often hor-
de their own user-driven data. From
early in the screenwriting process
through development and produc-
tion, the software can help predict
audience responses. Evaluated on
acountry-by-country basis, it can al-
s0 be used in distribution planning.

“We are creating a tool that takes
decision making beyond a human
response to individual experiences
and bases it on the performance of
hundreds of films across many mar-
kets,” said Largo’s Javier Krause after
accepting the award.

Addressing concerns that using
datato make development and pro-
duction decisions could be viewed as
anti-artistic, Krause explained that,
“Cinemanever stopsbeingabusiness,
andthe key isto make amovie thatis
profitable so that creators can conti-
nue filming and producing new art.”

“If we can provide one more ele-
ment that helps them find success,
| don’t see that as getting in the way
of art,” he said.

The company won €10,000
($11,200) cash, a year's free access
to an incubation space within the
Basque technology park network
and potential investment funding of
up to $560,000.

Other pitches came from Irish
startup Volograms, which transfor-
ms video taken from various angles
into volumetric holograms which can
then be inserted into 3D production.

Spanish Shield by Brave is an Al
age verification system which inte-
gratesinto digital content distribution
platforms and uses device cameras
to limit age-restricted content.

AR software which allows for stu-
dio-level post-productioninside a vir-
tual setting, Flow Cut removes the
need for equipment beyond a com-
puter and VR headset.

And Scenso.tv is an already-run-
ning SVOD platformwhich uses block-
chaintoensurethat copyrightholders
of streamed content are compensated
when their content is viewed.

Rapid-fire presentations followed
the pitches from 2deo, the audiovi-

LargoAl Tops
Zinemaldia &
Technology
Startup Challenge

The winners of Zinemaldia Startup
Challenge, José Garrido and
Javier Krause from LargoAl.

suallaboratory of San Sebastian’s Ta-
bakalera; Gosho, a 3D and VFXcom-
pany; Tecnalia, alocaltech company
withmore than 1,800 employees; Vi-
toria-based communications com-
pany Alegria Activity; Vicomtech, a
local graphics, visual computing and
multimediaresearch center; and San
Sebastian TV producers Pausoka.
Dibulitoon, the Basque produc-
tion company behind the upcoming
3D animated feature Elcano & Ma-
gellan: The First Voyage Around the
Worldprovided a VR presentation of
theirtransmedia strategy for the film.
After a brief merienda, a Spanish
not-yetlunch break, Deluxe Spain lead
matte painter Lucia Peralta, aveteran
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of productions like Game of Thro-
nes and Aquaman, gave anin-depth
Masterclass on her artform.

Finally, jury head Vanessa Ruiz
Larrea, communication director at
Deluxe Spain, announced LargoAl
as the day’s big winner.

“We were three jurors; one from
research and technology, one from
the business side and me from au-
diovisual sector,” she explainedto Va-
riety. “While allfive projects were fan-
tastic, when considering each point
ofview, this project best addressed
issues in all three areas.”

“Platforms already have all this
info, and we saw this as a demo-
cratization of that data,” she added.
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EUROPA-AMERICA LATINA
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MUSEO SAN TELMO- SALON DEACTOS
10:00-11:30 Mesa redonda:

El “Santo Grial” de los propietarios de
derechos: accesibilidad y visibilidad
de peliculas europeas en plataformas
VoD — Europa Distribution (Con acre-
ditacion)

Moderador - Michael Gubbins |
SampoMedia (Reino Unido)
Ponentes - Anna Herold | European
Comission (Bélgica)

Martin Kanzler | European Audiovi-
sual Observatory (Francia)
Julie-Jeanne Régnault | EFADs
(Francia)

Vit Schmarc | Artcam (R. Checa)
Silvia Cibien | EuroVod (Italia)
10:00-14:00 — Networking y reu-
niones informales (Claustro) y ci-

tas one-to-one con los proyectos
seleccionados en el Foro e Ikusmira
Berriak (Iglesia)

12:00-13:00 - Presentacion: Focus
on Poland: planes de financiacion,
talentos y oportunidades de copro-
duccién - Polish Film Institute (Con
acreditacion)

Moderador - Chris Evans | Screen
&KFTV

Presentacioén - Polish Film Indus-
try & Funding Schemes - Anna Ewa
Dziedzic | Polish Film Institute
Estudio de caso - Under the Tree by
Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurdsson
Klaudia Smigja-Roztworowska | Ma-
dants (Polonia)

Marcin kuczaj | New Europe Film Sa-
les (Polonia)

15:30-19:30 — Networking y reu-
niones informales (Claustro) y ci-

tas one-to-one con los proyectos
seleccionados en el Foro e Ikusmira
Berriak (Iglesia)

17:00- 19:30 — European Film
Forum: Nuevos modelos de finan-
ciacion y colaboracion para impul-
sar el cine europeo — Coorganizado
con Creative Europe MEDIA (Con
acreditacion) (Salon de Actos)
Moderador de la jornada: Rafael
Lambea | CREA SGR (Esparia)
Bienvenida de Maialen Beloki | Fes-
tival de San Sebastian (Espafia)

Bienvenida de Emmanuel Joly | Creative
Europe MEDIA (Bélgica)

Presentacion de Laoura Ntziourou |
Fondo de Inversion Europeo — EIF (Lu-
xemburgo)

Panel | - Fdrmulas de cofinanciacion pa-
ra una mejor explotacion de los derechos
Ponentes - Alvaro Longoria | European
Producers Club (Espana)

Laoura Ntziourou | Fondo de Inversidn Eu-
ropeo — EIF (Luxemburgo)

Denis Février | Polkatulk / Scenso.tv (Fran-
cia)

Estudio de caso: Xavier Font | Mirame-
mira (Espana). O que arde / Fire will co-
me de Oliver Laxe

Panel Il - Cofinanciacion y codistribucion
de peliculas. El papel de los fondos de co-
produccion

Ponentes

Roberto Olla | Eurimages (Francia)
Mathieu Fournet | CNC - Aide aux Cine-
mas du Monde (Francia)

Paula Gastaud | Sofa Digital (Brasil)
Estudio de caso: Thimothée Prudhom-
me | Playtime (Francia). Grace a Dieu /
By the Grace of God de Francois Ozon
19:00-20:30 — Happy Hour Focus on
Poland (Con acreditacion de industria)
(Claustro)

CINE EN CONSTRUCCION 36
(Acreditados industria)

CINES PRINCIPE

09:30-Sala7

Nudo Mixteco, Angeles Cruz
(México-92")

12:00-Sala9

Os Caminhos do Meu Pai (The Paths
of My Father), Mauricio Osaki

(Brasil / Polonia - 1207)

GLOCAL IN PROGRESS

(Acreditados i ndustria)

CINES PRINCIPE, SALA9

15:30 - Les dues nits d’ahir / Yester-
day’s Two Nights (Las dos noches de
ayer)

Pau Cruanyes Garrell, Gerard Vidal Barre-
na (Espana—92’)

13:30-16:00 — KURSAAL, CLUB DE PRENSA
Mesa redonday céctel. China/Espa-
fa: iniciativas de la Nueva Ruta de la Se-
da. Una Nueva Era para la Coproduccion
(Con acreditacion)

14:15-15:45 — KURSAAL, SALA9

Taller Europa Distribution (Cerrado)
20:30- 22:30 -RESTAURANTE NI NEU
Céctel: Andalucia Film Commission, 20
anos de actividad (Con invitacion)

MONTSE CASTILLO

EL TALENTO

DE LAS ISLAS
AyertuvolugarenelKursaal
elacto Canarias Crea Cine
organizado por Canary Is-
lands Film. En él participd
el técnico audiovisual Pe-
dro Carballido, la coordi-
nadora Natacha Moray el
presidente del Cluster Au-
diovisual de Canarias, José
Angel Alayén. El objetivo del
mismo eraponer en valor el
enorme potencial quetiene
el cine canario.

COCTEL DE LA INDUSTRIA

KARLOS CORBELLA

El Departamento de Industria del Festival de San Sebastian celebrd
una Copa de Bienvenida en el restaurante ni neu para los colabora-
dores y equipos de los proyectos y peliculas seleccionadas.

Glocal in Progress, Poland

JAMIE LANG, CHRISTOPHER VOURLIAS

A pix-in-post focus on cinemain a
non-major European language, San
Sebastian’s 3rd Glocal in Progress
features the latest from Romania’s
Andrei Gruzsniczki whose Quod
Erat Demonstrandum played in
Variety’s 2014 Critics’ Choice: Europe
Now! Emilweighsinas adark come-
dytrackingits elderly titular character
belated comprehension of the com-
plexity of human relations.

AKosovo, France, North Macedo-
niaand ltaly co-production, Androme-
da Galaxy, from Kosovo's More Raga,
tracks an out-of-work middle-aged
man who decides to sell a kidney to
fund a move to western Europe.

A Catalan title, Yesterday’s Two
Nights, from directorial duo Pau Cru-
anyes and Gerard Vidal, follows three
friends on a life-changing adventure
after the death of a friend.

Meanwhile, San Sebastian’s Eu-
rope-Latin America Co-production

Forum dedicates this year’s sixth
Focus On to Poland. The Focus
comes at a promising time for the
Polishindustry, boosted by the suc-
cess of flmmakers like Academy
Award winner and multiple nominee
Pawet Pawlikowski (Ida, Cold War),
as wellas the introduction of a30%
cashrebate earlier this year. Polish
Film Institute general director Ra-
dostaw Smigulskidescribed the in-
centive scheme as a “game-chang-
er” for the local biz.

Lucia Garibaldi’s
Los tiburones.
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